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Black History Month is quickly coming to a close. This month is a time to highlight Black
excellence and remind us all that Black history is part of American history. What happens
when Black History Month is over? This is the conversation that many educators and school
leaders need to have.

Let’s look at some common actions that take place during Black History Month and use them
as a spring board to meaningful change and learning for our students.

Check Your Curriculum

Many educators highlight books written by Black authors or books about Black people. These
books should be incorporated into the curriculum throughout the year. This is a good
opportunity for a pulse check to see how many Black authors are in the curriculum. If the
number is low, identify books that students enjoyed during Black History Month and add them
to classroom libraries and to the curriculum. Remember, teachers are teaching standards, not
books. Many of the books written by Black authors and/or features Black people can be used
to teach the standards.

Representation

Another common feature during Black History Month are door decorating contests and
bulletin boards featuring Black people. When the decorations come down off of the doors and
the bulletin boards are replaced with different information, will students see Black people
somewhere on display inside of the school? Even if a school has no Black students, Black
people should be displayed. For example, if there is a bulletin board that features scientists,
some of those scientists should be Black. This will help Black students feel seen, and it will help
portray a positive image of Black people to non-Black students.

Black Excellence

Black History Month is typically filled with little-known Black history facts or different Black
people, who exude Black excellence, being highlighted. Black History Month should not be the
only time Black people are highlighted in a positive light. Our history started before Black
people were kidnapped and enslaved. Black people being enslaved should not be the focal
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point nor the main history students learn about Black people. Black people are more than the
tragic events that have happened. We are so much more.

This is only a start. I encourage teachers and school leaders to take some time to think about
what took place during Black History Month and find meaningful ways to expand those
activities throughout the year.

This post originally appeared on Indy Ed.

Shawnta S. Barnes

Shawnta (Shawn-tay) S. Barnes, also known as Educator Barnes,
is a married mother of identical twin boys. She navigates
education from not only the educator’s perspective but also the
parent’s perspective. She has been an educator for nearly two
decades. Shawnta works with K-12 schools, universities, &
education adjacent organizations through her education
consulting business Blazing Brilliance. She is an adjunct college
professor, supervises student teachers, Indy Kids Winning Editor-
in-Chief, Brave Brothers Books Co-founder, & CEO, and Brazen
Education Podcast host. She holds five education licenses:
English/language arts 5-12, English to speakers of other
languages P-12, library/media P-12, reading P-12, and school
administration P-12, and she has held a job in every licensed area.
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Previously, she has served as a school administrator, English
teacher, English learners teacher, literacy coach, and librarian.
She won the 2019 Indiana Black Expo Excellence in Education
Journalism Award. In 2023, she completed her doctorate in
Literacy, Culture, and Language Education with a minor in
Learning Sciences. She is an urban gardener in her spare time
and writes about her harvest-to-table journey at
gardenershicole.com. To learn more about Shawnta, visit
educatorbarnes.com.

view profile

Leave a Comment

First Name*

Last Name

Email*

Comment*

protected by reCAPTCHA
Privacy  - Terms

5/9/25, 5:47 PM What Will Happen in Your School When Black History Month Is Over?

https://www.edpost.com/stories/what-will-happen-in-your-school-when-black-history-month-is-over 4/7

https://www.edpost.com/stories/author/shawnta-s-barnes
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/


Submit Comment

The Feed

Explainers all explainers 

@edpost1

When @Sharif El-Mekki 
speaks, he doesn’t just drop 

knowledge—he sets the …
See more

2 days ago

@edpost1

White America’s obsession 
with image has always 

cracked at the sight of Black…
See more

2 days ago

@edpost1

Authenticity is trending—but 
what happens when the word 
itself gets colonized?   @Dr. …

See more

4 days ago

5/9/25, 5:47 PM What Will Happen in Your School When Black History Month Is Over?

https://www.edpost.com/stories/what-will-happen-in-your-school-when-black-history-month-is-over 5/7

https://www.edpost.com/explainer
https://www.edpost.com/explainer


Email*

Follow our social media and newsletter to
take action.

Submit

          

What's an IEP and
How to Ensure Your
Child's Needs Are
Met?

Ed Post Staff

If you have a child with disabilities, you’re
not alone: According to the latest data, over
7 million American schoolchildren — 14% of
all students ages 3-21 — are classified as
eligible for special...

read more

5/9/25, 5:47 PM What Will Happen in Your School When Black History Month Is Over?

https://www.edpost.com/stories/what-will-happen-in-your-school-when-black-history-month-is-over 6/7

https://www.facebook.com/EdPostAction/
https://www.facebook.com/EdPostAction/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/brightbeamnetwork/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/brightbeamnetwork/
https://twitter.com/edu_post?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/edu_post?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/edu_post/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/edu_post/?hl=en
https://www.tiktok.com/@edpost1
https://www.tiktok.com/@edpost1
https://www.youtube.com/@EdPostVideo
https://www.youtube.com/@EdPostVideo
https://www.edpost.com/stories/admin
https://www.edpost.com/explainer/explained-what-is-an-iep-and-how-to-make-sure-your-childs-needs-are-met


Stories
Explainers
Podcasts

Videos
Take
Action
About

Privacy
Policy
Resources

  
 

Ed Post is the flagship website platform of brightbeam, a 501(c3) network of
education activists and influencers demanding a better education and a
brighter future for every child.

© 2020-2025 brightbeam. All rights reserved.

5/9/25, 5:47 PM What Will Happen in Your School When Black History Month Is Over?

https://www.edpost.com/stories/what-will-happen-in-your-school-when-black-history-month-is-over 7/7

https://www.edpost.com/stories/what-will-happen-in-your-school-when-black-history-month-is-over
https://www.edpost.com/stories/what-will-happen-in-your-school-when-black-history-month-is-over
https://www.edpost.com/stories
https://www.edpost.com/explainer
https://www.edpost.com/podcasts
https://www.edpost.com/videos
https://www.edpost.com/take-action
https://www.edpost.com/take-action
https://www.edpost.com/about-us
https://www.edpost.com/privacy-policy
https://www.edpost.com/privacy-policy
https://www.edpost.com/resources
https://www.facebook.com/EdPostAction/
https://www.facebook.com/EdPostAction/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/weareedpost/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/weareedpost/
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2Fedu_post
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2Fedu_post
https://www.instagram.com/edu_post/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/edu_post/?hl=en
https://www.tiktok.com/@edpost1
https://www.tiktok.com/@edpost1

