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Hey Shawnta!

There is a lot of focus on adding more cultural months to the curriculum; that should be
taught at home. What about Veterans? How can we ensure students learn about our vets?

This question came from a dialogue | had with a person in response to a previous
column about incorporating Latine history throughout the year. The person
asserted that this was not important, but our veterans were.

Why Do We Have to Choose?

Just as | believe that teachers should be culturally responsive and incorporate aspects of our
students’ heritage and culture, | also believe teachers can do a better job lifting up veterans
and the military.

Most of the time, there is a morning announcement in November on Veterans Day asking
students to thank a vet. That tends to be the summation of honoring veterans in many
schools. Some schools engage more.

In November 2019, my twin sons were in third grade, and their school had a Veteran’s Day
program. Both of their grandfathers who served in the military—my dad served in the Marines,
and my father-in-law served in the Navy—were in attendance. We took a photo that day, and
it is one of the last few photos we took with my dad before he died in January 2021.
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How Can Schools Do More?

It starts at the top with administration. We have to shift from the mindset of being college and

career ready. Some schools use the 3Es model: enrollment into college, employment at a job,
or enlistment into the military. Students need to know all three are appropriate pathways.

When students learn about war in school, students need to learn more about the men and

women who suit up to defend and protect us. This is an opportunity for students to learn what

people who join the military have to do and the benefits of their service to their country, other

countries, and for themselves and their families.
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It is also important to talk about how veterans have been treated historically. My father
earned a Purple Heart when he was shot during the Vietham War. When | was an adult, he
shared about the racism he faced. In November 2017, he granted me an and shared
his story publicly. What | wish | still had was an assignment from middle school. My teacher
had asked us if we had any veterans in our family who would be willing to share their stories.
My dad wrote out some of his experiences. That was the first time | had ever heard about my
dad's experiences as a Marine or during Vietham. It gave me a greater respect for him. | want
students to have greater respect for men and women who defend freedom.

More than that, | want the generation coming up to support veterans better than we are
currently. They matter. They should have better support for the physical and emotional
trauma they are coping with daily.

Veterans should be invited to schools to share their stories. Students can write to them
through programs like and, as my sons’ school did, a program
can be put together to praise and thank veterans for their service. We have to do more, and
students should see the military as a potential pathway for their future.

Even though the curriculum is packed, we can still find the space and time to squeeze in our
veterans—they are American heroes.

Shawnta S. Barnes
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Shawnta (Shawn-tay) S. Barnes, also known as Educator Barnes,
is a married mother of identical twin boys. She navigates
education from not only the educator’s perspective but also the
parent’s perspective. She has been an educator for nearly two
decades. Shawnta works with K-12 schools, universities, &
education adjacent organizations through her education
consulting business Blazing Brilliance. She is an adjunct college
professor, supervises student teachers, Indy Kids Winning Editor-
in-Chief, Brave Brothers Books Co-founder, & CEO, and Brazen
Education Podcast host. She holds five education licenses:
English/language arts 5-12, English to speakers of other
languages P-12, library/media P-12, reading P-12, and school
administration P-12, and she has held a job in every licensed area.
Previously, she has served as a school administrator, English
teacher, English learners teacher, literacy coach, and librarian.
She won the 2019 Indiana Black Expo Excellence in Education
Journalism Award. In 2023, she completed her doctorate in
Literacy, Culture, and Language Education with a minor in
Learning Sciences. She is an urban gardener in her spare time
and writes about her harvest-to-table journey at
gardenershicole.com. To learn more about Shawnta, visit
educatorbarnes.com.
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