
 
 

 

Indiana High Students Will Have to Take U.S. 
Citizenship Test 

August 31, 2021 by Educator Barnes 

Can you answer, “What are two ways that Americans can participate in their democracy?” 
How about, “What stops one branch of government from becoming too powerful?” These are 
two questions from the 2008 version of the citizenship test. Social media and media 
interviews have shown that some adults lack a basic understanding of civics knowledge. How 

can these adults engage productively in their community and in government with a limited 
understanding of civics? 

https://indy.education/2021/08/31/indiana-high-students-will-have-to-take-u-s-citizenship-test/
https://indy.education/author/shicole/
https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/find-study-materials-and-resources/study-for-the-test/100-civics-questions-and-answers-with-mp3-audio-english-version
https://indy.education/2021/08/31/indiana-high-students-will-have-to-take-u-s-citizenship-test/


By November 1, 2022, schools will be required to report to IDOE how many U.S. Government 

students took the naturalization exam, how many students earned 60% or higher on the exam, 
and the pass rate of students who participated. This information also has to published on the 
school website.  

The students will take the 2020 version of the test. Although this test has 128 questions, 
students will only answer 20 of the questions. A score of 60% or higher will be considered 
passing the test. The test will be given orally. Failing the test will not cause the student to fail 
U.S. government. 

It will be interesting to see how students do on this test and which civic learning gaps appear 
once the test is taken. What is clear is that students need to understand government and how 
it functions so they can be productive and active citizens in society. 

If you would like to see if you understand the U.S. Government, click here to take the 2008 
practice test. 

 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/INDOE/2021/08/26/file_attachments/1917476/2021-2022%20Naturalization%20FOR%20SAMS.PDF
https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/civics-practice-test-2008

